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necessary for our public men — the President, Mr. 
Root, Mr. Taft, Ambassador Reid and others, — 
openly to reprimand and " stamp on " these calum- 
nious, mischievous utterances, in order to prevent the 
tie of sincere friendship which has always bound 
Japan to us from being severed. 

It has been a painful spectacle all round, but it 
has been the natural, inevitable fruit of war, whose 
spirit of discord has no respect for race, or bounda- 
ries, or ties even of kindred and the deepest and most 
sacred friendship. Happily other forces, the forces 
of reason, good sense and conscience, have been acting 
too, and it is cause of rejoicing that these are saving 
us from what might easily have become a great and 
appalling calamity. 

The New Arbitration Treaties. 

The failure of the Hague Conference to agree 
upon a general treaty of obligatory arbitration has 
not seriously interfered with the steady progress of 
the movement for the general application, under 
treaty stipulation, of arbitration to the settlement of 
controversies between nations. Under the circum- 
stances, of course, the movement is forced still to 
make its way in a fragmentary and irregular manner. 
But it goes forward, nevertheless, under the impul- 
sion of its own previously acquired momentum, and 
there is not the least reason to doubt that it will 
reach its consummation in due time. Indeed, it has 
already won its case, and any further question about 
it is one of detail only. 

The new treaty with France, negotiated by Secre- 
tary Root, was ratified by the United States Senate, 
in secret session, on February 19. In an interview 
with the Senate Committee on Foreign Relations, 
Mr. Root stated that the governments with whom 
Secretary Hay had signed treaties — the treaties 
which failed to go into effect because of disagree- 
ment between the President and the Senate — had 
consented to change them so as to meet the views of 
the Senate. All these modified treaties will, then, 
shortly be sent to the Senate for ratification, and it 
is understood that Secretary Root will negotiate simi- 
lar treaties with the other nations. The President 
has, of course, waived objection to the Senate's point 
of view, as otherwise no treaties could be concluded. 

The substance of the treaty with France is con- 
tained in the following articles : 

" Differences which may arise of a legal nature or re- 
lating to the interpretation of treaties existing between 
the two contracting parties, and which it may not have 
been possible to settle by diplomacy, shall be referred to 
the Permanent Court of Arbitration established at The 
Hague by the Convention of July 29, 1899, provided, 
nevertheless, that they do not affect the vital interest, 
the independence or the honor of the two contracting 
States and do not concern the interest of third parties. 

" In each individual case the high contracting parties, 



before appealing to the Permanent Court of Arbitration, 
shall conclude a special agreement defining clearly the 
matter in dispute, the scope of the powers of the arbi- 
trators and the periods to be fixed for the formation of 
the arbitral tribunal and the several stages of the pro- 
cedure. It is understood that on the part of the United 
States such special agreements will be made by the Presi- 
dent of the United States, by and with the advice and 
consent of the Senate, and on the part of France they 
will be subject to the procedure required by the consti- 
tutional laws of France." 

At first thought it may appear that little is gained 
by such a treaty, which is only a general agreement 
to make a special agreement to submit to arbitration 
certain kinds of controversy that may arise. But 
in reality it has great moral force. It is a public 
pledge on the part of the whole nation, through the 
treaty-making power, to submit certain of its contro- 
versies with the other ppwer to the International 
Court of Arbitration which it has assisted in creating. 
The fact that the submission will have to be passed 
upon by the Senate as well as the President is not 
likely to change the ultimate result, except in the 
remotest possible contingency. 



Remonstrances Against the Increase of 
the Navy. 

The vigorous remonstrances against the further in- 
crease of the navy which have been signed and sent to 
Congress from different parts of the country have re- 
vealed clearly the rapidly growing strength of the oppo- 
sition to the big navy policy which has become more and 
more aggressive and insistent at Washington. The 
following protest was sent from Boston on February 20, 
signed by one hundred and thirty-two of the clergymen 
of the city and vicinity, and eight other Boston ministers 
have since sent in their signatures : 

" We, whose names are undersigned, ministers of 
religion of the city of Boston and vicinity, voicing, as 
we believe, the sentiments of large numbers of American 
citizens, respectfully express to you our earnest hope 
that the present Congress will not go further in what 
seems to us the needless and hazardous enlargement of 
the United States navy. Believing that America should 
be the leader among the peacemakers of the earth, we 
cannot but look with regret and alarm on the further 
multiplication of battleships, not only because of the 
disastrous influence which this is likely to have upon the 
temper and fortunes of our own people, but because it is 
well-nigh certain, through its stimulation of the spirit of 
rivalry in other countries, to retard the limitation and 
reduction in the armaments of nations, for which a sorely 
burdened world has long been waiting." 

Among the signers are many of the most eminent 
ministers of the city, Protestant, Catholic and Jewish. 
The New York clergymen's protest is as follows, signed 
by about three hundred of the ministers of the city and 
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its suburbs, among whom are many religious leaders of 
national reputation : 

" We, the undersigned, clergymen of New York City, 
voicing, as we believe, the sentiments of many thousands 
of American citizens, earnestly protest against the ex- 
travagant demand for an addition of over $60,000,000 in 
the form of four new battleships, cruisers, etc., to the 
naval budget of last year, inasmuch as no danger threatens 
the country not known last April when President Roose- 
velt told the world : ' We are no longer enlarging our 
navy. We are simply keeping up its strength. The 
addition of one battleship a year barely enables us to 
make good the units which become obsolete.' 

"Sixty-five per cent, of the national income is now 
expended on war past and present. The increase of our 
naval budget has recently been used in the French 
Assembly as a reason for increasing its own ; is largely 
responsible for the increase of armaments among Asiatic 
nations ; and is well-nigh certain to retard that reduction 
in the armaments of the world for which we have so 
long been waiting. 

" The growing discontent throughout the world at the 
appalling increase of waste of national resources must be 
heeded. We feel that this protest is the more necessary 
inasmuch as there are various new and effective methodi 
now available for promoting international friendship and 
rationally settling difficulties, which these new demands 
seem to ignore." 

Similar remonstrances have been forwarded from 
Providence, Fall River, Columbus (Ohio), Minneapolis, 
Baltimore, Indianapolis and other cities. A business 
men's remonstrance has likewise been gotten up in 
Boston and numerously signed, among the signers being 
the heads of several prominent business houses. The 
remonstrance reads as follows : 

" We, business men of the city of Boston and vicinity, 
sympathizing with the endeavors made by our represen- 
tatives at the last Hague Conference to reach an inter- 
national agreement for the limitation of armaments, and 
believing that the United States should take the lead in 
this movement by example as well as by argument, 
earnestly remonstrate against the further increase of the 
navy. We deprecate the display of physical force as a 
misrepresentation of the best sentiments of our people, 
and as likely to lessen the influence of the United States 
in its mission of peace and goodwill among all nations. 
In the name of the great common interests of commerce, 
in the name of the millions of our citizens who already 
bear the burden of needless taxation, and on whom the 
burden of any increase of armaments will chiefly fall, in 
the name of the other nations who are looking to the 
United States for moral support in the policy of inter- 
national friendliness and trust, we protest against the 
building of the proposed four new battleships as an 
uncalled-for and backward measure." 

Among the agricultural population also the growing 
disaffection with the enormous and ever-mounting expen- 
ditures for military and naval purposes is beginning to 
voice itself in the most unambiguous way. At its meeting 



last month at Wilmington, Ohio, the Clinton County Farm- 
ers' Institute, in the most successful and important session 
ever held by the organization, voted unanimously its dis- 
approval of the " vast and useless expenditure of money 
by the national government for increasing the navy." 

These various remonstrances are representative of 
a large and growing body of public opinion in all the 
States. It is not confined to clergymen and educators, 
who are sometimes supposed to be better informed than 
others. It is strong in business, industrial and agri- 
cultural circles. If there were any means of gathering 
it and massing it as a whole, its bulk and power would, 
we are convinced, furnish a great surprise. There is 
little doubt that a considerable majority of the people 
nearly everywhere are of this way of thinking. But 
many of them are modest and silent, and their views 
never get beyond the home or the local circle, while the 
advocates of a big, " dictating " navy, at even the most 
unheard of cost, are loud and aggressive, and they keep 
up a constant lobby at Washington. 

The time has come now for the sober, peace-loving 
people to speak, every man of them, every group of them, 
clerical, commercial, industrial, agricultural, educational. 
Let remonstrances against the " vast and useless expen- 
diture of money " for naval increase be sent up to Con- 
gress by hundreds and thousands from every city and 
community in the nation. Our Congressmen who have 
to deal with the subject in a practical way like to know 
what their constituents are thinking. 



Contributions Solicited. 

Last year when we asked for an increase of income of 
$5,000 for new work, for an assistant secretaryship, press 
bureau, etc., the response of our friends was most generous 
and within a few dollars of the whole amount was quickly 
sent in. The new work then contemplated has all been 
put into successful operation. In order to continue these 
lines of work, and to meet the ever-increasing demands 
upon us from every part of the nation, we are compelled 
again to appeal to the generosity of our friends. We 
need even more than five thousand dollars extra this year. 
The next seven years, in which preparation for the third 
Hague Conference is to be made, will be in many respects 
the most important period in the history of the peace 
movement. Public opinion must be won to the cause as 
never before ; what the recent Hague Conference did not 
do, must be made certain at the next one. To this end, 
the society hopes at once to establish new branches and 
agencies in different parts of the land, and to create a 
Field Department in charge of a competent secretary, 
for the extension and strengthening of the work. Some 
seventy contributors sent us special gifts last year. 
Double that number we hope will respond this year. 



